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LEARNING GUIDES –  
ESSENTIALS FOR EDUCATORS 
These resources are created for primary school students – F-3 however the ideas and suggestions can be used 
and adapted for a range of year levels and learning experiences. 
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Title The Flying Orchestra 

Key resources Main Text 

McFadden, C 2010, The Flying Orchestra, Brisbane, University of Queensland Press

Scenario, artists  
and art form 

“Some days are so windy that even the angels lose their balance... 
It’s always a day like this when The Flying Orchestra blows into town.”

Children will be swept away into a whimsical world of lingering rhythms and delightful 
possibilities when the book by Queensland writer and illustrator Clare McFadden is 
magically recreated for the stage.

A dazzling piece of visual theatre, The Flying Orchestra follows the journey of a 
magical orchestra through life’s key milestones. Directed by world-renowned puppetry 
artist Peter Wilson (The Red Tree, How to Train Your Dragon, King Kong), The Flying 
Orchestra uses innovative puppetry and design to create an enchanting new work 
celebrating the sublime power of music in all aspects of life. It’s visual theatre at its 
finest and a performance for the whole family to enjoy.

( Please see the program for further details) 

Learning Area and/or  
Subject Focus

The Arts — Music, Drama 

English 

Links to Australian 
Curriculum Version 
9.0: Achievement 
Standards

Teaching, learning and assessment suggestions provide opportunities to cover 
Achievement standard aspects for English and The Arts from Year 3 to Year 6. For 
example:

In English by the end of Year 6 students:

for purposes and audiences, they share, develop, explain and elaborate on ideas 
from topics or texts

use and vary language features including topic-specific vocabulary and literary 
devices, and/or multimodal features and features of voice 

create written and/or multimodal texts, including literary texts, for purposes and 
audiences, developing, explaining and elaborating on relevant ideas from topics or 
texts

In The Arts, 6 students:

explain the use of elements, concepts and/or conventions in arts works they 
create and/or experience

describe how the arts are used to continue and revitalise cultures

use subject-specific knowledge, elements, concepts, conventions, materials, skills 
and/or processes to create arts works that communicate ideas, perspectives and/
or meaning

present and perform their arts works in formal and/or informal settings.
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Links to General 
Capabilities and Cross 
Curriculum Priorities

Links to General Capabilities may include:

Personal and Social Capability

Critical and Creative Thinking

Cross Curriculum 
Priorities

Sustainability 

Concepts and Themes Thinking out of the box ... When does the Flying Orchestra play for you?

What music suits or helps to create landscapes and places ? 

How can music help create dramatic meaning ? 

How do we create images and visuals to create drama? 

What stories can we devise about our city? 

Inquiry Questions 
(Viewpoints)

How can identity be communicated through artwork?

How can artwork communicate landscape?

How does the treatment and combination of different music elements enable 
musicians to design music that communicates meaning through performance and 
composition?

How do musicians use their understanding of musical elements, concepts and 
practices to communicate cultural, political, social and personal identities when 
performing, composing and responding to music?

Learning Activities:  
Pre-or Post Viewing 
Music  

Music surrounds us; we hear it, feel it, and sing it. It influences relaxation, happiness, 
a sense of freedom and feelings. The Flying Orchestra learning experiences work 
towards developing musical understanding in children. The experiences nurture and 
encourage children to respond to music in various forms. 

Discuss features of music and movement through binary opposites:  
high/low ... heavy/light ... loud/soft ... dark/light ... seen/unseen ... 
up/down ... big/small.
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Listening to explore 
and respond

Teacher to discuss with students: 

What sounds familiar in the performance? What have you heard before? When is 
music part of your life? 

There are five musicians throughout the performance. Can you identify their 
instrument ?

Do the musicians move in a different way to a traditional band ?  
How many different places /spaces do they move to ? 

Have you heard music like this before ? 

What is the music like for the cityscape and plane scene ?

How is the music different for each place /space ? 

•	 the traffic jam with the taxis ?

•	 the park and birthday party? 

•	 Seaside ? 

Consider the tempo and the pitch.

At 25 min in the music changes and is a link between two scenes  –  
what type of  music is used ? 

Does the music take you on a journey?   What is the story ? 

Elements of music 

What is the rhythm in the car taxis scene ? 

How does music capture thinking / ( Scene in the bedroom) what is the length of the 
notes etc. ?  What is the pace like ? Is it high or low? 

What is your favorite  scene and what music does it use ?

Composing Look and listen closely to the scene where they cook dinner, the music helps to create 
that moment.  What style of music is it? 

Generating ideas How might you create some music to help cook dinner? What instruments would you 
use? What beat suits the cooking, fast and quick, or more repetitive and circular? 
What tempo, or form and structure suits the cooking?

Choose a dinner your family cooks – curry, meat balls, hamburgers, pancakes what 
music would you use to create the mood? Create a scene improvising the movements 
accompanied by the music. What tempo, or form and structure suits the cooking?

Performing You could select a piece of music or create a rhythm. Improvise a scene to the music 
and present to the class.  Maybe use some props to help create the scene. 

What other stories/ moments in daily life would you like to tell and what music would 
you use to help communicate meaning?
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Drama Visual theatre ( Definition) 

Visual theatre  can include puppetry, shadow play,  dance and performance art. 
It is a style of theatre that uses visual effects, design and imagery  to create the 
story and the meaning. It is not reliant on dialogue for communication of ideas. 

In The Flying Orchestra we see the following: 

Fantastical characters 

Use of technology to enhance the drama; projection  

Exaggeration in costumes, props 

Large scale symbolism

Movement that reflects the mood 

Puppetry both abstract and more realistic 

Lighting that links and creates the space

Making Resources ( Basic cloths, paper,  pipe cleaners, dry spaghetti, cardboard boxes  
cellophane etc ) 

Basic puppet making 

Students look closely at the puppets at the start: 

Musicians playing a certain instrument 

People that belong to the city

They all enter after the line:  

“When the flying orchestra billows into town.” 

Students think about what characters they would have fly into town before the start of 
day. Who is out and about early; runners, some workers, etc 

Students are shown resources and tape. There are many different types of puppets, 
but perhaps to start with just get students to model on the types in the performance. 

When finished ask students to form groups and create a small scene. 

Ask them to consider what music they would have playing and are the puppets just 
moving together or interacting.  

Presenting Groups present small puppet scenes to selected music.
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Responding Students to consider the sets created by the visual moving pieces, projections and 
shadows. 

In pairs they decide the following: 

What was the best set? (The city, the park, the clock tower)  

How was it created?  

What was the mood created ? How did it feel? 

How could they add to it? Was there anything missing? 

Ask the students to nominate their set and the teacher to pause on it, while the pair 
describe and analyse their set. 

English 
Reading

Create a word wall with words from the performance and the skills on display that 
may be new : 

bellows orchestra shadow puppets cello violin guitar saxophone dawn city hall 
angels percussionist 

What questions would they like to ask about the characters in the performance? 

Expressing and 
developing ideas

Imaginings 

In the scene when the orchestra plays while dinner is being made we understand how 
they are feeling. 

When would you like the orchestra to play in your life ? 

As you fall asleep 

In the pool swimming 

Writing/speaking Speaking/Oracy  

Draw a quick picture of the place you have selected and give it a title. 

Underneath that describe what the music should sound like. Loud and fast, soft and 
gentle etc present your ideas to the class and explain the scene. 

In pairs describe your favorite moment. Why did you like it? Who was in it.  In class 
working as a pair, plan an interview to present. One person acts and interviewer 
asking the other person to describe the scene.  

Comprehension 

The scene: When someone has lost their way in the middle of a cold and dark night is 
located at 

(Section 31:52) Let’s analyse what is happening. 

How is the character/puppet feeling ? 

What is he using to help? 

How is he rescued ? 

What would you say to the lost person? 

What happens at the end of the performance ?
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Assessment 
Opportunities

Assessment suggestions may include: 

English Students:

•	 create a newsletter article for your school’s newsletter 

•	 create a short story about your city/town

Arts

•	 respond to the performance from a dramatic or music perspective 

•	 Use the ideas above to create/make an improvisation of short composition 

•	 Make a set for The Flying Orchestra to visit.


