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CLANCESTRY



QPAC and ILBIJERRI Theatre Company 
acknowledge and pay respect to the 
sovereign peoples of the Kulin Nations on 
whose unceded lands ILBIJERRI Theatre 
Company is based. We acknowledge and 
pay respect to the Traditional Custodians, 
Yuggera and Turrbal peoples, upon whose 
lands these performances are held.

We pay our respects to the Traditional 
Custodians of the lands whose Country we 
travel through and share our stories on and 
to their Elders who continue to protect and 
nurture Country, Community, Language 
and Lore – as their Ancestors have for 
generations.

We honour the resilience of our community, 
our knowledge, our strength and our 
commitment to keep the fire burning.

Always was, always will be – Aboriginal land.



A powerful Taun Wurrung (Taungurung)
story of culture, memory and healing.

Murrun returns to the waterhole; the same one her Aunty Aggie
used to take her to. The sacred one. Where past and present collide.
Gunawarra Re-creation by Taun Wurrung woman Isobel Morphy-
Walsh is a powerful story of culture, memory and women’s healing.

Drawing on the traditional Kulin story of Gunawarra, the black swan
and how it came to have black feathers, the play unfolds with spirit,
strength and song in a profound work of contemporary theatre,
breathing new life into the lifelong stories of the Taungurung people.

This new 2026 season is led by award-winning Artistic Director
Andrea James (Yorta Yorta and Gunaikurnai), marking her directorial
debut with ILBIJERRI Theatre Company following an incredible
opening season at Melbourne Theatre Company in 2024 under the
directorship of Dr Rachael Maza AM (Yidinji, Meriam).

This powerful production is more than theatre – it is a transfer of
ancestral energy, woven with care, pride and deep cultural memory
highlighting the strength, authority and wisdom carried by Blak
women, and their extraordinary capacity to heal.

Gunawarra Re-creation was originally co-produced with 
Melbourne Theatre Company as part of Blak in the Room 2024.

CONTENT WARNING
This performance contains references 
to rape, sexual assault, violence to 
body, forced removal of children 
and genocide. This performance 
also contains theatrical haze effects.
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Writer 
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Director - Remounted
Production
Andrea James 
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Director - Premiere Production
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Dramaturg
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Lighting Designer
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Zoë Brown-Holten
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Photography
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2024 Cast & Crew
Gunawarra Re-creation was originally co-produced with Melbourne
Theatre Company as part of Blak in the Room 2024.

Writer
Isobel Morphy-Walsh (Taun Wurrung)

Director
Rachael Maza (Yidinji, Meriam, Dutch)

Producer
Joel Te Teira (Māori - Ngāti Maniapoto)

Set Designer
Dann Barber

Set and Costume Design Secondment
Emma Salmon (Nyikina) and Stone Turner (Arrernte)

Lighting Designer
Katie Sfetkidis

Sound Designer
James Henry (Yuwaalaraay, Gamilaraay, Yorta Yorta and Yuin)

Sound Design Secondment
Todd J. Bennett

Cast
Melodie Reynolds-Diarra (Wongutha, Nadju, Mirning), Carly Sheppard
(Wallangamma and Takalaka), Hannah Morphy-Walsh (Taun Wurrung),
and Kristel-Lee Kickett (Nyoongar Whadjuk Ballardong)

Dramaturg
Jules Orcullo and Jennifer Medway

Design Associate
Emma Holgate (Mandubarra)

Made and presented in collaboration with Melbourne Theatre Company
staff. Production Manager Michele Preshaw, Stage Managers Jess
Keepence and Jenny Le, and Blak In The Room Engagement Producer,
Laura Harris.

Original Co-Producer as part of
Blak in the Room 2024



Director’s Note
I knew Uncle Larry Walsh, before I met his two daughters, Isobel and Hannah. I
was working at the Koorie Heritage Trust as a Community Arts Worker and I
remember vividly Uncle Larry’s storytelling prowess, sometimes accompanied
by one or two of his daughters. Occasionally Hannah would sign in language
(Auslan) as Uncle Larry waxed lyrically from the wealthy bank of stories that
sprang forth, connecting him and his family to Taungurung country and the
Kulin Nations.

It is not at all surprising then, that this story Gunawarra Re-creation has flowed
so brilliantly from Isobel’s heart and soul; and that Hannah has valiantly stepped
up to the plate to represent the Gunawarra for her older sister.

This is the axis of this remounted play. The healing power of family and story.

Gunawarra Re-creation was originally directed by Dr Rachael Maza AM and had
its premiere in 2024 as part of the Blak in the Room new plays program,
conceived and driven by our Head of Artistic Development Amy Sole and
produced in partnership with Melbourne Theatre Company.

It is a wonderful and rare gift to be able to remount a new work and I am
grateful for the powerful theatrical footprint that Rachael, James, Dann, Katie
and the original cast, Kristel Kickett, Hannah Morphy-Walsh, Melodie Reynolds-
Diarra and Carly Sheppard gave us to work with.

Now joined by Miela Anich and Lisa Maza with the expertise of our Movement
Consultant Zoe Brown-Holten, Design Associate and BlakStage alumni Emma
Salmon, and with the gift of more time, we have been able to dive deeper into
this play. To wrestle with its  complexity,  awesome  symbolism  and  cultural
connections and to let the generations of women’s lived experience take flight.

Special thanks to Melbourne Theatre Company for your continued support, to
the University of Melbourne for our ongoing partnership and to The City of
Melbourne who enabled us to remount this play and give it an expanded and
returning audience in Naarm.

If this remounted production is anything to go by (and with a new collective of
emerging writers coming through our BlackWrights program, alongside the
works of the original Blak In the Room writers – Phoebe Grainer, Maurial
Spearim and Isobel) - the future of Blak Theatre is looking very bright.

— Andrea James (Yorta Yorta, Gunaikurnai)



Writer’s Note
Telling this story has been a gift. Weaving creation stories with narratives of
today are vital in understanding who I am and the culture I come from. 

I was blessed to be told Gunawarra's (Black Swan) story since I was born. I'm
blessed to be a swan woman. I'm blessed to work with all the creatives who
have helped me bring this vision to life. 

The story speaks for itself. And I only have one thing left to share and that is to
speak directly to whom I wrote this play for:

— Isobel Morphy-Walsh (Taun Wurrung)

Gunawarra Re-creation dedication

For those whom know the pain and path to
healing. May you be seen, heard, held,

protected and embraced. 

For country, community and culture three
things which have saved my life. 

For the ancestors and the storytellers before
me. I only hope I’ve done justice to our story

and language. 

For the Kulin – it is ultimately and always for
you. This story has been a gift given to me –

real and raw and true. From bedtime story, to
festival, to camp, to fireside learning, to life
lesson, to an offering of what remains very

present and very alive – story, tradition,
contemporary practise, dreaming. 

The reclamation of body, spirit, mind, country,
culture and skin are not just for 

Gunawarra and Murrun. 



Support Services

13 YARN
13 92 76

Queensland Indigenous Family Violence Legal Service (QIFVLS)
1800 88 77 00 

(8.30am - 5pm, Monday to Thursday; 8.30am - 4pm, Friday)

1800RESPECT
1800 737 732 (24 hours a day, seven days a week) 

Online Chat: www.1800respect.org.au

Men’s Referral Service
1300 766 491 (9am - 9pm, seven days a week)

QLife
1800 184 527 (3pm - midnight, seven days a week) 

Online Chat: qlife.org.au/resources/chat

Lifeline
13 11 14 (24 hours, seven days a week)

Online Chat: www.lifeline.org.au



ILBIJERRI Supporters

Original Co-Producer as part of
Blak in the Room 2024

ILBIJERRI thanks the generous supporters of the BlackWrights and BlackStage programs.
ILBIJERRI also thanks Linda Herd for her support of this project.



®



Chair Ian Walker
Trust Members
Leanne Coddington, Dr Sophie Galaise,  
Rebecca Pini, Susan Rix AM, Patrice Scott
Executive Staff
Chief Executive: Rachel Healy
Executive Director – Philanthropy and Partnerships: Zoë Connolly
Executive Director – People and Culture: Gemma Davidson-Butler
Executive Director – Marketing and Ticketing: Roxanne Hopkins
Executive Director – Venue Infrastructure and Production Services:  
Bill Jessop
Executive Director – Curatorial: Ellen Kavanagh
Executive Director – Venue Services and First Nations Strategy:  
Kurt Schulte-Schrepping
General Counsel: Scott Pugh
Chief Financial Officer: Brett Walker-Davies
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and bring a sense of belonging, community engagement, and joy to all Queenslanders. 
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Robbie Cooke, I&C George Family Foundation, Parascos Eagles Family, Marion Pender in memory of Grace Lott, The Shepherd Family Foundation, 
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Terri Butler, Frank and Karen Alpert, Rodd and Wendy Chignell, Catherine Gordon, John White and Judith Hoey and Alana Jensen.  

We also would like to thank all our donors who wish to remain anonymous.  

To find out more about the QPAC Foundation and how you might support its work please email philanthropy@qpac.com.au
We give heartfelt thanks to QPAC’s Principal Partners Hyundai and MinterEllison  

and we acknowledge the valued support of all our corporate partners who help make our work possible.

Queensland Performing Arts Centre (QPAC) rests on the lands of the Yuggera and Turrbal peoples.  
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of this country and recognise their rich cultural heritage and enduring 
connection to the land, waters and skies. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are this country’s original 

storytellers, and it is our privilege to continue to share stories and be a place of gathering on this land  
that has been a meeting place for millennia.

supporting partner of clancestry


